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the chosen bodhi-tree, where he becomes Buddha (the
Enlightened One). This re-birth, en- renewing, h
accompanied by the same dazzling light, the same prodi-
gies and apparitions of gods, as at the birth,
But in the kingdom of Epimethcus, where in place of
the soul conscience reigns, the inestimable treasure gets
lost The angel raging over the stupidity of Kpimetheus,
reviles him :—" And haclst thou no soul, that like the wild
and unreasoning beasts thou should'st hide thyself from
the wondrous Godhead?"1
We see that Pandora's jewel is a renewal of the god,
a new god; but this takes place in the heavenly sphere,
i.e. in the unconscious. Such intimations of the process
as penetrate consciousness are not understood by the
Epimethean element, which dominates the relation to the
world. This is elaborately presented by Spitteler in the
following passages [/x, pp; 132 ff,], in which we sec how
the world, z>. the conscious, with its rational attitude and
objective orientation, is unfitted to make a true estimate
of the value and significance of the jewel For which
reason the jewel is irretrievably lost,
The renewed god signifies a renewed attitude, *,<?. a
renewed possibility of intense life, a recovery of life;
because, psychologically, God always signifies the greatest
value, hence the greatest sum of libido, the greatest
intensity of life, the optimum of psychological activity.
Accordingly with Spitteler the Promethean, just as much
as the Epimethean, adaptation proves to be inadequate.
The two tendencies are dissociated: the Kpimethean
attitude harmonizes with the actual conditions of the
world; the Promethean, on the contrary, does not, which
means that the latter must work out a renewal of life*
This tendency creates also a new attitude to the world
* Spitteler depicts the famous " conscience " of Epimetheua as
a little animal. It corresponds to the opportunist instinct of animals,

